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THE BALKANS 
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LOOK ABROAD 


HIS week’s announcement, that France 

and Jugoslavia are about to conclude 
a treaty of friendship and mutual assis- 
tance, draws more clearly than before the 
lines of conflict and of defense in the 
Balkan peninsula. 


October has been for Jugoslavia a 
month of alarms along the border. The 
continued Macedonian raids on Jugoslav 
territory have roused throughout the 
Balkans not only bitter recriminations but 
also mutual charges of foreign encourage- 
ment and rumors of new foreign ailli- 
ances. The opinion has been voiced that 
Italy encouraged at least the raids which 
have troubled the Albanian-Jugoslav 
border. It was more difficult to point 
with conviction to foreign influence in the 
case of raids from Bulgarian territory. 
But there is no question that the murder 
in Prague on October 14 of Tsena Beg, 
pro-Jugoslav Albanian minister, was the 
direct result of the hostility existing be- 
tween Italy and Jugoslavia. 


France’s influence during this troubled 
month in Jugoslavia has been exerted os- 
tensibly toward the preservation of peace. 
In company with their British colleagues, 
the French representatives at Belgrade 
and Sofia have consistently counselled 
moderation and reasonableness. No one 
has acted yet on the unofficial proposal, 
however, that Jugoslavia, Bulgaria, and 
Greece arrange a conference on the Mace- 
donian question, to which should be in- 
vited an official representative of the 
Macedonian nationalists. It has been sug- 
gested that such a conference might 
achieve considerable progress toward the 
elimination of the Macedonian menace. 
If the three countries concerned would 
show a united determination to perpetu- 


ate the present frontiers, and to quell all 
comitadji disorders, and at the same time 
would discuss frankly the reforms which 
would be necessary before the Macedoni- 
ans could be expected to settle down to 
a peaceful life, then one of the half-dozen 
most pressing problems of the Balkan 
peninsula would be practically solved. 


But merely to state the purposes of such 
a conference is, of course, to predict its 
failure in view of the present mentality 
of the principals involved in the dispute. 
The Balkan nations have talked vaguely 
of conferences and Locarnos; but in actual 
practice they are turning to foreign al- 
liances. 

E. P. M. 
A Chronic Sore 


HE perennially bad relations between 

Poland and Lithuania have become 
worse in the last few weeks because of 
Polish charges that Lithuania has illegally 
closed Polish schools in Vilna and im- 
prisoned and maltreated Polish teachers. 
Lithuania has made counter charges of 
the same sort against the Poles and, on 
October 18, appealed to the Council of the 
League to settle the question. The under- 
lying cause of the dispute is the old ques- 
tion of Vilna which was occupied by the 
Polish general, Zeligowski, just seven 
years ago. Although now officially a part 
of Poland, Lithuania has never recog- 
nized this fact and in the recently drafted 
Lithuanian constitution, Vilna is desig- 
nated as the capital of the country. This 
has aroused much anger in Poland. Part 
of the Polish press goes so far as to, blame 
Germany for the present difficultiés, and 
the whole matter, relatively minor ‘in it- 
self, is full of dynamite for northekstern 
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Naval Strategy 


HE celebration of Navy Day this year 

was notable because of the significant 
unanimity of opinion expressed by such 
leaders as Secretary of the Navy Wilbur, 
Rear-Admiral Hilary T. Jones, president 
of the Navy General Board, who was a 
delegate to the recent Geneva Naval Limi- 
tation Conference, and General Pershing. 
Both Admiral Jones and General Persh- 
ing underlined the central thesis presented 
by Secretary Wilbur: 


“A merchant marine is a vital factor in our 
modern civilization, an essential element in 
our commercial development, a necessity to 
adequate national defense.” 


It is becoming increasingly apparent 
that the fight for an enlarged American 
merchant marine is an integral part of a 
campaign for a big navy. This is a fact 
which cannot be overlooked by any one 
who would understand the strength of the 
forces behind the demand for increased 
naval appropriations. 

An Imperious Gesture 

CTOBER 28, the fifth anniversary of 

the rise to power of Fascism, was 
made the occasion of a spectacular display 
of Italian interest in the status of Tan- 
gier; an Italian squadron with the Prince 
of Udine at its head arrived there “to of- 
ficiate at the opening of an Italian school.” 
The Italian consul and most of the Italian 
population greeted the visitors in Fascist 
uniforms. At the same time, despatches 
from Tangier and Rome reiterated the 
importance of Italy’s insisting upon her 
interests in that international port as part 
of her role as a Mediterranean power. 
According to Edwin L. James, writing for 
the New York Times from Paris, October 
29, the French press compare this naval 
demonstration to that of Kaiser Wilhelm 
in 1904 when he sent the cruiser Panther 
to Agadir, or when he himself visited 
Tangier. 

Mixed Colors 


HE South African flag dispute has 

finally been settled by a compromise 
satisfactory to both the Dutch nationalists, 
who until recently have advocated com- 
plete independence, and the British ele- 
ments, who desire closer cooperation with 
the British Empire. As a result, the new 
flag of the Union of South Africa will 
contain both the Union Jack and the Re- 
publican flags of the Orange Free State 
and the Transvaal. Furthermore, the 
Union Jack itself is defined as one of two 
South African flags and will be flown 
officially alongside the national flag in 
Natal and in all the larger towns of the 
Union... ‘fhe compromise is regarded as 
an enccuraging symptom of the ameliora- 
tion of racial animosities in the Union. 


HE temporary tariff agreement an- 

nounced October 27 brings negotiation 
of a Franco-American commercial treaty 
one step nearer. In promising to restore 
the rates enjoyed by American goods prior 
to September 6, however, the French Gov- 
ernment has not agreed to grant the 
United States complete most-favored-na- 
tion treatment without reciprocal conces- 
sions. As pointed out last week, this in- 
sistence upon reciprocity presents the 
greatest obstacle to a permanent settle- 
ment. 


Russia Goes Back to Geneva 


T IS significant that the Soviet officials, 

in the midst of their celebration of 
the tenth anniversary of the Revolution, 
should have decided to go again to Geneva. 
October 31, an announcement was made 
by the League of Nations that Russia 
would participate in the work of the Pre- 
paratory Commission for a Disarmament 
Conference. The lack of Russian coop- 
eration heretofore has been considered by 
many authorities as an almost insuper- 
able obstacle to substantial progress in the 
matter of land disarmament. Russia’s 
part, therefore, in the discussions of the 
Commission, to be resumed in November, 
will be watched with the closest interest 
throughout the world. 


A few days ago it was announced that, 
for the Soviet fiscal year ending Septem- 
ber 30, the trade between the United 
States and Russia had totaled approxi- 
mately $90,000,000. This may be com- 
pared with the pre-war trade of about 
$48,000,000. Though representing an in- 
crease of approximately 20% over 1925- 
26, this last year’s total is a little below 
that for the year 1924-25. 

J. G. McD. 


New Governments of Eastern Europe, by Mal- 
bone W. Graham, Jr. Henry Holt & Company, 
New York, 1927. 

The best available handbook. 

Political Myths and Economic Realities, by Fran- 
o—— The Viking Press, New York, 
A French economist’s plea that economic facts 

replace outworn political formulas as a basis of 

international relations. 

Europe in the Nineteenth Century, by A. J. 
Grant and H. W. V. Temperley. Longmans, 
Green & Company, New York, 1927. 

“Two distinguished British scholars interpret 
anew the 19th Century. 

China and the Occident, by George Nye Steiger. 
New Haven, Yale University Press, 1927. 

An interpretation of the Boxer Outbreak which 
goes behind the “diplomatic fiction” of the Boxer 
Protocol of 1901. 

The European Situation, by A. Mendelssohn-Bar- 
tholdy. Yale University Press, New Haven, 
1927. 

Lectures delivered at the Williamstown Insti- 
tute by one of Germany’s most distinguished 
scholars. 
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